Fishery Conservation and Management

§660.335(a)(2). Owners of vessels that
are not registered to limited entry per-
mits and owners of vessels registered
to limited entry permits that did not
receive instructions by mail are re-
sponsible for contacting NMFS OLE
during business hours at least 3 days
before the declaration is required to
obtain information needed to make
declaration reports. NMFS OLE must
be contacted during business hours
(Monday through Friday between 0800
and 1700 Pacific Time).

(6) A declaration report will be wvalid
until a declaration report to revise the
existing gear declaration or a declara-
tion report to cancel fishing in a con-
servation area is received by NMFS
OLE. During the period that a vessel
has a valid declaration report on file
with NMF'S, it cannot fish with a gear
other than a gear type that is within
the gear category (560 CFR 660.303(d)(5))
declared by the vessel. After a declara-
tion report to cancel fishing in the
RCA is received, that vessel must not
fish in a conservation area until an-
other declaration report for fishing by
that vessel in a conservation area is re-
ceived by NMF'S.

[68 FR 62381, Nov. 4, 2003, as amended at 69
FR 11124, Mar. 9, 2004; 69 FR 31755, June 7,
2004; 69 FR 42348, July 15, 2004; 71 FR 10620,
Mar. 2, 2006]

§660.305

(a) Display. The operator of a vessel
that is over 25 ft (7.6 m) in length and
is engaged in commercial fishing for
groundfish must display the vessel’s of-
ficial number on the port and starboard
sides of the deckhouse or hull, and on
a weather deck so as to be visible from
above. The number must contrast with
the background and be in block Arabic
numerals at least 18 inches (45.7 cm)
high for vessels over 65 ft (19.8 m) long
and at least 10 inches (25.4 cm) high for
vessels between 25 and 65 ft (7.6 and 19.8
m) in length. The length of a vessel for
purposes of this section is the length
set forth in USCG records or in state
records, if no USCG record exists.

(b) Maintenance of numbers. The oper-
ator of a vessel engaged in commercial
fishing for groundfish must keep the
identifying markings required by para-
graph (a) of this section clearly legible
and in good repair, and must ensure
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§660.306

that no part of the vessel, its rigging,
or its fishing gear obstructs the view of
the official number from an enforce-
ment vessel or aircraft.

(c) Commercial passenger vessels. This
section does not apply to vessels car-
rying fishing parties on a per-capita
basis or by charter.

§660.306 Prohibitions.

In addition to the general prohibi-
tions specified in §600.725 of this chap-
ter, it is unlawful for any person to:

(a) General. (1) Sell, offer to sell, or
purchase any groundfish taken in the
course of recreational groundfish fish-
ing.

(2) Retain any prohibited species (de-
fined in §660.302 and restricted in
§660.370(e)) caught by means of fishing
gear authorized under this subpart or
unless authorized by part 600 of this
chapter. Prohibited species must be re-
turned to the sea as soon as practicable
with a minimum of injury when caught
and brought on board.

(3) Falsify or fail to affix and main-
tain vessel and gear markings as re-
quired by §660.305 or §§660.382 and
660.383.

(4) Fish for groundfish in violation of
any terms or conditions attached to an
EFP under §600.745 of this chapter or
§660.350.

(5) Fish for groundfish using gear not
authorized in this subpart or in viola-
tion of any terms or conditions at-
tached to an EFP under §660.350 or part
600 of this chapter.

(6) Take and retain, possess, or land
more groundfish than specified under
§§660.370 through 660.373 or §§660.381
through 660.385, or under an EFP issued
under §660.350 or part 600 of this chap-
ter.

(7) Fail to sort, prior to the first
weighing after offloading, those
groundfish species or species groups for
which there is a trip limit, size limit,
quota, harvest guideline, or OY, if the
vessel fished or landed in an area dur-
ing a time when such trip limit, size
limit, quota, harvest guideline, or OY
applied.

(8) Possess, deploy, haul, or carry on-
board a fishing vessel subject to this
subpart a set net, trap or pot, longline,
or commercial vertical hook-and-line
that is not in compliance with the gear



